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EDITORIAL
Walking in the Resurrection
is the high day of the Christian year. No
Efaithother
day symbolizes so much of what the Christian
is all about. One of the great truths of Easter Sunday
ASTER SUNDAY

is that its meaning is valid for the Monday after, and the
next day, and the next. This is true because the Risen
Christ is the Living Lord. It is the Christian's privilege to
walk in the Resurrection.
There is the walk in joy. Surely one of the outstanding
characteristics of the post-resurrection church was joy.
From the disciples when they "saw the Lord" to the
Christians facing martyrdom this was a mark of the Christian. This joy is no pious smile but an inner radiance that
surmounts circumstances and, like peace, passes our understanding.
There is the walk in hope. Despair is a mark of man
who has lost his faith. Easter tells us that no situation is
hopeless. Whether the need is personal or the problems
of a world-wide nature, there is hope. In the knowledge
of terminal illness or in the face of the visitation of death
Easter gives the Christian a sure and certain hope.
There is the walk of victory. Easter says that one needs
no longer be the servants of sin or the victim of circumstances. Christ's victory can be ours. There is deliverance
from selfishness and prejudice. There is victory over enmity
and fear. The resources of the power of the resurrection
are available to the Christian in the spiritual battle.
The world is entitled to see the high experience of
Easter Sunday a reality on Easter Monday.
Z

Thoughts on Memphis
of Martin Luther King, Jr. and the
memorial services held in his honor are fresh
Tin ourmoving
memories. The reaction to his death has been deep
HE TRAGIC MURDER

and varied as was the attitude towards Dr. King in life.
Some of us were embarrassed by certain over enthusiastic
statements made by his admirers. Likewise we were deeply
troubled by the rash statements of others whose sympathies
were not with Dr. King.
Attitudes towards Dr. King ranged from a prophet like
unto Moses to a rabble rouser and opportunist; from a
great Christian leader to a Communist. What can one say
about this controversial figure and his tragic death?
Dr. King was a voice of moderation in the councils of
racial unrest. We should pray that the torch of leadership
is not passed on to the H. Rap Browns and the Stokely
Carmichaels. We should pray that God will raise up a
leader among the Negroes who will council non-violent
COVER: Mount Teewinot—one of the Teton Peaks, Grand Teton
National Park. Jenny Lake in foreground. A Union Pacific Railroad
Photo.
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means to make their plight known. Unless this happens we
have seen only the beginning of trouble.
We do well to exercise restraint in our criticism of
Dr. King's methods. Many have had trouble with his doctrine of non-violence. Perhaps we could well ask ourselves: What should he have done? We who five in the
comfort and security of our rural and suburban communities and know nothing of the frustrations, squalor, and
hopelessness of the Negro in his ghetto or on his share
crop land are hardly in a position to be overly critical. We
have had a century to right the wrongs inflicted upon the
Negro. We have had a century to provide justice and
equality for him. For these one hundred years we have
pledged allegiance to the flag and concluded with "liberty
and justice for all"—And we have not really meant it. As
Christians we have talked about love for neighbor and
these words have sounded empty and hollow.
Dr. King refrained from violence for he full well knew
that "all they that take the sword shall perish with the
sword." He very graphically demonstrated what it means
to be willing to die for what one believes rather than to
kill the other man for what one believes. This is a lesson
right from the pages of the New Testament and one that
all Christians would do well to learn in the conflicts of
our day.
We saw it in Memphis and we saw it in Dallas. We
read of it in our newspapers and see it on our television:
the evil and demonic forces in our world and society and
the sinfulness of man. We have seen this evil expressed
in violence against one who by word and deed eschewed
violence. We could hope that by his death Dr. King may
have done more for justice and understanding than he
had been able to do in his life.
Is not it a bit ironical that we sing:
"Give of thy sons to bear the message glorious;
Give of thy wealth to speed them on their way";
and mean it—as long as those to whom we go "stay where
they belong."
May it not be in order for the Christian Church to
read again the incident at Nazareth when Jesus read from
the prophet Isaiah:
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he
hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he
hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted; to preach deliverance to the captives; and recovering of sight to the
blind; to set at liberty them that are bruised; to preach
the acceptable year of the Lord . . ."
Perhaps we should read this with new insight and
urgency before the portion which Christ did not read
becomes a reality.
"And the day of vengeance of our God."
If I read the Mosaic Law correctly God had made
special provisions for the protection and welfare of the
poor. If I understand the prophets they were on the side
of the poor, the oppressed and the helpless. In the Gospels
Christ was concerned about the unfortunate and the outcasts. In light of this it seems rather obvious to me as
to which side we as Christians and the Christian Church
ought to be.
Z
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The Question
You Ask
Only of
Yourself
Robert F. Andrews

the man from the Austin Corbett
Oil Company. The people from whom they had bought
Ethe old
farmhouse had left them a kerosene-burning kitchen
VAN HILL NEVER FORGOT

stove, but took with them the 55-gallon oil drum and the
stand on which it stood. They telephoned Austin Corbett,
the oil dealer. It was early spring, a bright, brittle New
England day, and his wife was there alone when Austin's
man drove down the lane. She showed him where he
should put the barrel in the barn and went back in the
house. Soon she heard his knock. "Does your husband have
a handsaw?" he asked. "And may I cut up those old twoby-fours in the corner of the barn?" It would have been so
simple for him just to have delivered what they had
ordered (a barrel full of kerosene) and then gone on his
way. Instead, he swiftly cut the old two-by-fours into
proper length, spiked them together with nails he had
pulled screeching from the weathered wood, and toenailed
the stand against the barn wall. Then he lifted the empty
oil drum atop the stand and filled it for them. Austin's
man could have filled the barrel and left Mr. Hill to discover how to empty it, or how to get 400 pounds of it
onto a stand so gravity would drain it easily. He could
have said, "You need a stand, Missus. Call me when you
get one." But he had not. He had simply asked himself
how he could help, and then gone ahead, without intrusion,
without fanfare, without expecting a reward.
Some time ago, the Bell Family on Pike Hill Road
burned out. They saved six cows, some furniture, but not
much more. A neighbor drove up to see and smell the
smoking cellar hole and kick at the fire-crumbled granite.
He shook his head, then told Mr. Bell, "If there's anything
I can do, just let me know." When he drove away, he left
only ritual words behind. But often men and women came
quietly up the hill with help. They brought beds and
mattresses, hay for the cattle, sacks of potatoes, and cooking utensils and clothes. They were the doers, not the offerers. They knew instinctively that genuine help is a
private, personal thing, and the phrase, "Can I help?"
The writer is the pastor of the Light .and Life Hour Broadcast.
The above article was a radio message, printed in the Transmitter,
the monthly publication of the Light and Life Hour. Reprinted by
permission.
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"If you neglect your love to your neighbor,
in vain do you profess your love to God . . . "

is something you ask only of yourself. The man who
asked Mr. Bell what he could do, just wanted to get on
record as offering help. He was taking care of his conscience, not of Mr. Bell.
These experiences, related by Evan Hill in "Christianity
Today" (Nov. 5, 1965), point up the striking difference between the person who is "talking-helpful" or "askinghelpful," and the one who is "thinking-helpful," "doinghelpful." His emphasis aims the question at every person
in the world of people who seem desperately attempting
not to become involved with anybody else. "Can I help?"
—In the light of human need, no normal person can sidestep the implications of moral responsibility wrapped up in
these three words, though he may rationalize frantically.
But what about the Christian? Is there a built-in obligation to respond to the needs of others about him? Do we
live in a society today that has released us from the
responsibility of helping our neighbors and all mank.nd?
At first thought to many it might seem so, but to Christians
who want to live as faithful examples of Jesus, the Son
of God, there is still the positive commitment to help
others in the spirit of Christ's love, no matter who or
where the need. Indeed, James, in his epistle, would seem
to go so far as to declare that a person who claims to have
heard the message of salvation and yet fails to follow
through with thoughtful, helpful doing in behalf of his
fellowman, is simply fooling himself into thinking that he
is a real Christian. He is like a man who looks at himself
in a mirror, and then promptly forgets what he saw reflected there. The Christian message of love and helpfulness is a message to obey, not just to listen to and talk
about. In the second chapter of his letter, James goes on
to state: "You will be judged on whether or not you are
doing what Christ wants you to. So watch what you do
and what you think; for there will be no mercy to those
who have shown no mercy. But if you have been merciful,
then God's mercy towards you will win out over His judgment against you . . . What's the use of saying that you
have faith and are a Christian if you aren't proving it by
helping others? Will that kind of faith save anyone? If
you have a friend who is in need of food and clothing,
and you say to him, 'Well, goodbye and God bless you,
stay warm and eat hearty,' and then don't give him clothes
or food, what good does that do? So you see, it isn't enough
just to have faith. You must also do good to prove that
you have faith. Faith without good deeds is dead and
useless." (Living Letters)
I am sure, my friend, that in the face of need, the
Christian cannot escape the question, "Can I help?" But
I believe just as surely that it is right here Satan would
win a victory over the Christian and thwart him from
following through with the kind of unselfish actions that
prove to others the reality of Christian faith. It all depends
on how and of whom, we ask the question. Like the
neighbor of Mr. Bell, we can salve our conscience by
offering, "If there is anything I can do, just let me know,"
and leave the person with his problems still unsolved. Or
like Austin Corbett's man and the other neighbors of
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Mr. Bell, we can ask the silent question, "Can I help?"
only of ourselves and proceed to quietly and thoughtfully
share the assistance which is needed and we are enabled
to give.
Long ago the English poet, Francis Quaries, observed:
"If you neglect your love to your neighbor, in vain do you
profess your love to God; for by your love to God, the love
to your neighbor is begotten, and by the love to your
neighbor, your love to God is nourished." Jesus emphasized
this truth in the 25th chapter of Matthew when He related
the blessing which the King would bestow upon them who
stood at His right hand: "Come, ye blessed of my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation

of the world; for I was an hungered and ye gave me meat;
I was thirsty and ye gave me drink; I was a stranger and
ye took me in, naked and ye clothed me; I was sick and
ye visited me; I was in prison and ye came unto me. Then
shall the righteous answer him, saying: Lord, when saw
we thee an hungered and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave
thee drink? When saw we thee a stranger and took thee in?
or naked and clothed thee? Or when saw we thee sick,
or in prison, and came unto thee? And the King shall
answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these
my brethren, ye have done it unto me." My friend, I want
to be one of that number, don't you?

THE POWER OF CORPORATE PRAYER
Jerel L. Book
is
man power, horse power,
power, and atomic power. We like the word
Tpowerelectrical
and its association with our lives. We shun words
HIS

AN AGE OF POWER;

such as weakness, frailty, and futility, along with the
failures they describe.
How do we think of the word prayer? What words do
we generally use in connection with prayer and thoughts
about praying? Power is often used, although the word
"quiet" or "quiet time" is more often used. We want to
emphasize prayer as power, although we recognize that it
is the power of God and the work of the Holy Spirit rather
than the power of prayer itself.
Real prayer is not a one-sided conversation with God,
but a time when man talks to his Father and listens as
the Father speaks to him; sometimes in words of comfort
and encouragement, often in words of gentle correction
and restraint, and many times in guidance and direction
either for the individual or in relation to the corporate
body of Christ—His church.
Whether we think of prayer as a "quiet time," or as an
"hour of power"; as personal communion or as corporate
communion with the Divine, we have always agreed that
the time of prayer is a time of strengthening and fulfillment of inner need. This is met by God alone, the result
of which will lead to victorious living and direction for
meaningful service.
This has been our understanding of prayer.
But, wait a minute! If we agree with this understanding,
we should begin to ask ourselves some serious questions.
Why is the service we call "prayer meeting" the least
attended of any general church function? Why is it, that
when a real need arises in Christian circles, we so very
seldom meet to pray specifically for that need? (When
we meet it is generally for an already scheduled service,
where we list concerns and pray carefully but rather
routinely). Why do our young people show little interest
in prayer? Why do we time limit our prayer periods so
closely, when we seldom guard the clocks in relation to
recreation and relaxation. For that matter, why don't we
pray more even though our time is limited? How do we
pray? Are we serious about it?

Jerel Book is a member of the staff at Evangel Press, part-time
student at Bethel College, and a member of the Nappanee Brethren
in Christ congregation.

m

Do we really believe in "prayer power"? We talk about
need in our churches. We express concern over the many
lost people and few conversions. We are concerned over
the lack of miracles, and the many areas of need such as
sickness, discouragement, and failures.
We look with hearts breaking at our young people, and
older ones, many of whom are restless, dissatisfied, and
ready to give up. With joyful hearts we view those young
people in voluntary service, and the scores of missionaries
on the fields. But, how often do we take time to pray for
them? Why do we so seldom, if ever, give up some of
our time to pray specifically for urgent needs?
Recently a young woman was stricken with a fatal
disease, and, not once, to my knowledge, did any group
in her congregation meet specifically to pray for her healing. During the last decade several persons have died who
were connected with the church, and who apparently had
never made a personal decision for Christ. Not once does
this writer recall that those who worshipped with them
met especially to pray for their salvation. This is not to
say that individuals had not prayed, but the power of
corporate prayer was not specifically used.
Our churches do not grow as rapidly as we would like,
yet the programs are stepped up, the methods changed,
and the people more involved. Our situation is too much
like an automobile someone is trying to start. It's clean and
new; the tires are good; the gas tank is full. So why is
everyone behind pushing it? The battery is disconnected.
There is no power!
Pushing or pulling gets to be tiresome, especially when
the going is up hill. The lesson—it's unnecessary; the
tragedy—it's useless.
Power is a wonderful thing if we know how to avail
ourselves of it. Prayer can be the necessary key, but we
must be willing to step aside and let God work. He can
and He will as we trust Him.
Let us take seriously the timeless words of Matthew
18:19, where Christ said, "Again I say unto you, that if
two of you shall agree on earth, as touching any thing
that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father
which is in heaven." As I read this verse I am reminded of
the upper room and Pentecost and power—power unlimited. I think of those who literally prayed Peter out of
prison, availing themselves of power from the Source, the
One who is unspeakable and full of glory.
(Continued on page thirteen)
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"It has been my feeling that the relief
worker cannot escape the responsibility of
being a representative of Christ."

HOSTETTER
Recalls
"Life with MCC

9t

Bonnie C. Hackel
"When they asked me to be chairman of the Mennonite Central Committee, they said it wouldn't take too
much of my time. You'll just preside at the meetingsexecutive committee meetings and annual meetings."
There was a twinkle in his eyes and a smile tugging at
his lips as C. N. Hostetter, Jr., reminisced about his years
with MCC. Perhaps it was the phrase, "you'll just preside
at meetings," that caused the twinkle; perhaps it was the
panoramic view of all that's happened in MCC since he
became acquainted with it.
It began in 1940. As the inevitability of World War II
became apparent, the Brethren in Christ churches, remembering their experiences as conscientious objectors in
World War I, recognized a need to affiliate somewhere.
"We felt much closer to the Mennonites than to the
Church of the Brethren," explains Hostetter, "so we approached the Mennonite Central Committee, asking if we
could become a member of their organization. In 1940,
MCC amended its original charter and the Brethren in
Christ Church became an active supporting member."
Hostetter's first official assignment with MCC was in
1941. He was the first MCC representative to conduct
Christian Life Conferences at the Civilian Public Service
Camps.
"Many memories of these visits remain. Especially the
evening of December 7, 1941 when we sat stunned, listening as the war escalating news of Pearl Harbor was being
broadcast over a radio at the Bluffton, Ind., CPS camp."
Between 1941 and 1950, the time of his second major
MCC assignment, Hostetter was kept busy with his duties
at Messiah College and his own education. In 1922, he
graduated from Messiah, a junior college at that time, then
left the pursuits of formal education to accept a call to the
pastorate. In 1934 he was appointed president of Messiah
College.
He spent the next several summers finishing requirements for his bachelor degree. He also completed an MA
in theology before going on for an MA in college administration at the University of Chicago. He has also been
granted several honorary doctor's degrees, including a
Doctor of Divinity from Houghton College, Houghton,
New York, and a Doctor of Laws degree from Greenville
College, Greenville, Illinois.
In 1950, five years after the close of World War II,
MCC was faced with the question: what shall we do in
Europe, stay or close out? Before the decision to stay
April 22, 1968

was made, a study commission of 14 visited the churches
in Holland, Germany, France and Switzerland to find out
what they wanted MCC to do.
This study commission was composed of four MCC
Executive Committee members, four MCC workers in
Europe and six representatives of MCC constituency mission boards. Hostetter was on that commission as the
representative of the Brethren in Christ Board of Missions.
Also in 1950, he was appointed as a member of the MCC
executive committee.
In 1953, he was chosen to succeed P. C. Hiebert as
chairman of MCC. One of the first major projects in his
term was deciding where MCC headquarters should be
permanently located.
Prior to this time, headquarters had gone where the
MCC executive secretary lived. Now, however, it became
apparent that a permanent location would be necessary.
Should it be in the Goshen-Elkhart area, or should it be
on the east coast? The east coast was finally chosen because of its proximity to both Washington, D. C , the
nation's capital, and New York with its shipping facilities
and headquarters for the United Nations.
Another area that received some attention under the
direction of Hostetter was the mental health program. He
was chairman of the sub-committee that studied this program. Several decisions grew out of that study. This program was reorganized and the detailed management of it
was taken out of the hands of the executive committee and
put on an institutional basis.
Another development made the board of trustees responsible for the operation of the institutions while the
(Continued on page thirteen)
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India Church
Adopts
Constitution
Harvey Sider, Superintendent

of Missions in India

fim AN ALMOST unanimous vote, after just over 2/2
hours of discussion in the Church Council held at
Barjora on March 5-6, the Brethren in Christ Church in
India adopted the second and final reading of its new
Church order. After unsuccessful attempts over seventeen
years, this accepted constitution will now enable the Indian
Church to become a registered body in India.
In order to provide a workable but flexible Constitution and By-Laws, a greatly abbreviated adaptation of the
parent Brethren in Christ's Constitution and By-Laws was
prepared. This received its first reading last fall and, with
very minor changes, was well received again this spring.
There are four significant departures from the previous
method of operation of the Indian Church:
Decentralization of Authority and Power. Formerly the
Church Executive, composed of members from each area
of the Church, provided the pivot around which the
Church moved. Now, each regional conference will be
responsible for almost everything within its area.

The Board for Missions is making possible the
visit of two Indian brethren to the Church in America, including their attendance at General Conference.
If the proper "passports and visas are procurable,
the church here will have the pleasure of welcoming
these brethren approximately June 15: the Rev. Hem
K. Paul, first Chairman or Moderator of the Brethren
in Christ Church in India, Principal of Barjora School,
and the Rev. Suren N. Rai, long associated with the
church in India and, more recently, with the Christian Literature Center and Saharsa Mission.
Conference Chairman will be elected by the respective
regional conferences from among the ordained ministry
—national or missionary.
Biennial Conference. The annual Conference is now
replaced by a Conference every two years. With Regional Conferences assuming the load, the biennial conferences are anticipated to be mainly for the sake of
policy making and to promote fellowship and unity.
Church Property formerly owned by the Mission will
now be owned by the Church and controlled by the
Evangelical Trust Association of North India. (ETANI).

Church Chairman. From the beginning of the Brethren
in Christ Church in India, the Mission Superintendent
has served as Church Chairman as well. Now the
Church Chairman will follow much the same pattern
as the Bishop Moderator procedure in America. The
host Regional Conference Chairman will automatically
become the head for the ensuing two years. Regional

In a brief but meaningful ceremony, the Mission Superintendent, who up to this point served also as Church
Chairman, handed over responsibilities connected with
the latter post and gave a charge to the incoming national
Chairman, Rev. H. K. Paul, host Conference Chairman.
The days of transition will not be easy, but the step
has been a good and necessary one. Pray that the Lord will
give to the national Church and leaders wisdom and stability to meet the demands that will come to them under
the new Church pattern.

University Ministries Extended

always have the knowledge that God is blessing Christ's
Body as it pulls together in unity to bless the world.
Joe and Marietta Smith

challenges have been: preparing three
T
young people for baptism—an American Jewish girl,
_a refugee from Burma, and a student from the West Indies.
HE MOST RECENT

Another challenge: giving marriage counselling "more
than ever" to newly-weds and several couples about to be
married. Out here where God's rules for true marriage
are not well known, it is doubly imperative to give youth
true principles for covenanting with God—in the steps of
both baptism and marriage.
Our ministries extend beyond Delhi. Next fall Joe
will travel to Bihar to conduct Bible studies in Hindi,
working with our Brethren in Christ staff there. Since
September Joe has given a month of Bible teaching at
the Student Centre in Kotagiri, South India; and Marietta
was asked to give a series on "True Concept of Marriage"
to a group of about forty young Tibetan men in a school
conducted for them by TEAM in Landour, Musoorie.
This ministry may be curtailed if the newly emerging and confused political leadership of this country limits
Christian witness. There is therefore challenge and priority in reaching youth NOW, to ground and to anchor
them in the Lord Jesus Christ. We thank God for every
person who is entering into this ministry with us; and we
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Indian Brethren to Visit Church in America

FROM THE MAILBAG
"Can one follow Jesus Christ without being a true disciple?
What does it mean to 'bear my own cross'? What is the COST of
discipleship?" These are some of the questions we've been asking
in our group studies. Let's pray for each other that we'll commit
ourselves to God's highest: true discipleship."
Joe and Marietta Smith, Delhi, India
"I am an unknown little girl from the Soviet Union writing
these words with love. I like to listen to your broadcast very often.
It is good to hear about the love of the dear Lord Jesus. I am in
the third grade. If you receive my letter please announce it on
the radio because I am not sure they will let your answer in."
Sent in by the D. Carlsons, Monaco,—from a listener to TWR
"Thousands of outpatients continue to come for treatment. More
surgery was done this year, especially with the visit of Dr. Worman
from Africa. India survived the famine crisis; prospects for a good
harvest in this area are in sight. Perhaps there are those who are
alive today because of the Madhipura Christian Hospital. W e continue to try to meet the total needs of man: healing of their
physical ills, clothes and food for their bodies; literature for their
curious minds; and the news of Salvation for their hearts longing
for peace."
Lowell and Anna Jean Mann, Madhipura Christian Hospital, India
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On
Illustrating
Your
Sermon
have many clever ways to illustrate the points
A
of their messages out of their culture; but until the
missionary has learned to know their culture—their ways
FRICANS

of living and thinking—he is often at a loss to know how
to get an idea across—especially an abstract concept, since
for generations the Africans thought largely in concrete
terms, except when dealing with the spirit world—and even
then the material comes in strongly in appeasements and
communications. How can any pagan culture—whether
primitive or advanced—have words for Christian concepts
of pure love, joy, peace, and so on?
Many Africans are now well educated and think quite
easily in our terms. But one thing that must constantly be
kept in mind is the fact that Africa is a land of strong
contrasts between those who have been in contact with
and absorbed—for good or ill—a wider world view and
those who have been isolated from the great changes.
Out of his experiences in the isolated Gwaai area,
where he studied language for several months upon his
arrival in Africa, Luke Keefer writes the following pointed
story:
A school teacher in the flat sandy Gwaai was trying to
describe mountains to his pupils and, to be impressive in
describing what heights some mountains have, he felt he
would explain by degrees.

• •l •' s -i ';: -
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"There are some rocks that are larger than our schoolhouse," he said.
At that point one child said, "Teacher, you don't know
what you are talking about."
You see the Gwaai has even no stones to throw at cats,
let alone thinking about and imagining a rock of that size or
an Everest. It is extremely hard for me here to illustrate a
sermon point because the people can't comprehend modern
science, medicine, world events, machinery, profound theology, a round earth, or even the concept of organization and
efficiency.
As a new missionary I myself remember clearly my
frustration with, "I will tear down my barns and build
greater," because the pupils had no idea what a barn was.
Of course the meaning is clearly conveyed by the idea of
building greater "granaries," but I was too green to think of
their mud grain bins.
There are two sides to the coin. They have concepts
which we do not have.
How easy it is then to think that one has put one's point
across when one has not! For the people are essentially polite
and dislike to show they do not understand. Many misunderstandings—and sometimes serious ones—arise in classrooms simply because pupils and especially young missionary
teachers do not understand one another, in spite of a desire
of both to do so.
Is it any wonder that patience is the prime virtue of a
missionary?
Perhaps, too, it is fitting to say here that many mature
national Christians have demonstrated to us missionaries the
possession of this godly virtue.

Among
People
Of Another
Culture
Mary C. Kreider
The photographs above and left
show various types of "kopjes"—
combining fantasy and majesty—
which make up the world famous
Matopo Hills. This is the same
Rhodesia that has the stoneless
Gwaai!
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is not just a name today, but for 9,200 students
U
from North America and 60 other countries, it is an
experience—a Christian experience—a Christian missionary
RBANA

experience.
The Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship triennial missionary conference, held at the University of Illinois at
Urbana, was attended by thousands of students to consider
missions and the claims of Christ.
The Bible ministry of Rev. John Stott of England, the
impassioned plea of Mr. Akira Hatori of Japan for more
and more missionaries, the many other speakers, elective
classes and discussion periods combined to make 1967
Urbana a banner year for missions.

But perhaps the outstanding moment at Urbana was on
the New Year's Eve, when more than 10,000 participated in
one of the largest, and perhaps most moving, communion
services ever held. "Heaven came down, and glory shone
around."
It was a service to be remembered, as believers from
"every nation, kindred, people and tongue," gathered to
give a foretaste of that great day, when as all one in
Christ we shall be gathered to Him, not to remember His
death only, but to glory in His presence, and enter fully
into His life.
This is the meaning and the purpose of missions.

When a Christian Goes to University
Frank Byrne
HEN a young Christian enters a modern university he
W
often loses his way. What I mean here is not the feeling of lostness and strangeness during the first few days of

orientation, but rather that penetrating sense of uncertainty
which leads to doubts, confusion and scepticism concerning the basic convictions of life. It is a simple matter to
familiarize oneself with the campus halls, life and schedules, and even the requirements and idiosyncrasies of the
professors. But it is not quite as simple to find one's way
out of the labyrinth of ideas with which one is confronted.
How can you reconcile your Christian faith with what is
fired at you from all sides? It is here that many lose their
way.
A few years ago Newsweek (March 22, 1965) did a
study on the American University student's belief in God,
and this was one of their conclusions: "Next to his highschool class ring, the first thing today's impressionable
college freshman learns he can do without is his ideas
about God. For most students, it is less a sudden traumatic
loss of faith than a gradual fade-out of their adolescent
concept of God. This Deity just disappears like a benevolent Cheshire cat." Thus many a young person says fare(8)

well to the faith of his fathers and the creed of his childhood to become indifferent or even outright antagonistic
towards the Christian faith and the Church which nurtured
him.
University life is such that it affects the very foundation of our being, and for better or worse the student will
be changed. It is foolish to think we can pass through unscathed. The question, however, that each student should
ask is: "What can I do?" It was a question I asked Dr. R.
A. Killen while a student at Toronto Bible College. His
answer, as near as I can remember, can best be summed
up under the following five points:
1. You are a Christian first and a student second. Faith
cannot be excluded from any area of life, and above all
not from the intellectual area. A right relationship with
Christ is far more important than an academic degree, and
should be chosen above that of good relations with professors and students.
2. A Christian student, in the second place, is a student
and not a missionary or student worker. This is not to minimize or throw out altogether such activities, but only to
(Continued on page ten)
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by grouping them by age or by sex. For example you
may have persons in your Sunday school who have attended classes since they were children. And you may have
persons who just came to Sunday school for the first time
in twenty years. You could hardly meet both their needs
by putting them in the same class just because they are
over forty years of age. So electives can be a possibility
for better meeting the needs of individuals.

Home

What About These Adult Electives?
Don Shafer
o
when you were growing up, physically
and otherwise? Do you recall how you longed for the
D
days when you could choose what you really wanted to
YOU REMEMBER

dor1 You were anxious to decide for yourself without t..e
strong guidance from your elders. It might have been your
choice of clothes or books or even a date. Well, there was
something healthy about that desire, but it also had some
hidden problems. Most of us can remember some of our
foolish choices and the sad consequences.
Well, there is something of the same kind of dynamic
setting about adult electives in the Sunday schools of our
churches. We need to know what we mean by "electives."
Then we ought to list the obvious advantages. And finally
we should seek out the hidden, or at least less obvious
disadvantages.
Electives Defined
The elective use of courses in a Sunday school department may take a number of directions. We will write about
the adult department because this is where "the action is"
at the present.
To begin, you might keep your present class structures
and give one or more of your classes a choice of subject.
For example the choice might be between following the
International Uniform lesson series or a Bible book study.
The class would have the choice of electing between the
two. In this case the majority would have to carry the
decision. This all takes place within a given class.
Or you may decide to offer a new class—call it "elective" and state the subject matter. Then open the choice
for the whole department to leave their present class and
join the "elective" class if they so desire. If this makes one
or more of your present classes too small, then perhaps a
combining of classes could solve the problem.
To go even further you may decide to make all adult
classes "elective." By this you would list the subjects which
will be taught, such as Old Testament Introduction, Study
on Job, Evangelism, and Doctrines of the Bible. Then
each adult elects to attend the class of choice regardless
of age or sex.
Perhaps all that needs to be said at this point is that
it is extremely important that what you plan to do be
carefully studied by a small group before you try it. Then
even more crucial is the clear explanation to your adults
as to what you are doing and why you are doing it.
Advantages of Adult Electives
It can be said that there surely are some advantages
to planning adult electives. In the first place people all
have different needs. We don't always meet such needs
Rev. Shafer is Director of Sunday Schools for the denomination
with his office at Nappanee, Indiana.
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Again, fresh subjects are possible if folks have been
studying international lesson series for years. Electives
give a sense of fresh vitality and most Sunday schools
find this to be helpful. New interest on the part of students can also stimulate teachers to do a better job.
The very fact that a choice was given brings more
appreciation on the part of the pupil. For example, I read
recently of an adult who chose an elective and then sa.d,
"I'm interested in what we're doing because I chose this
course myself." Another adult said to me, "I sure like that
new class, the teacher pulls it out of us." In other words
an adult who chooses his or her class will feel more like
participating and learning.
Also because "electives" are often only held for a
quarter they give a sense of having completed a course.
It's a good feeling to know you reached a goal. Then another choice may be made, another course completed.
The Disadvantages of Electives
But not all is "peaches and cream." There are some
problems which face a Sunday school that decides on
electives.
While it is true that each individual has needs, each
person also has the need to be with his own age group.
This is especially true when it comes to social needs. By
social needs we mean informal times together for recreation and talk of needs that are common among age levels.
So while "electives" do care for special needs when learning the Bible, they may cut off the needs of a social group.
Therefore be sure that every adult in your Sunday school
is a member of some social group. Keep your present class
officers if that will solve your problem.
Another disadvantage is the lack of study materials for
teachers. Those teaching the international lesson series
will find commentaries, quarterlies, illustrations, and other
aids readily available. But for most "elective" courses the
teachers must find extra resources on their own. So in
asking a teacher to lead an elective course be sure to inform him what you have for him and what he must find
on his own.
Also electives call for more long range planning since
no one will see that you have a balance of Old Testament,
New Testament, doctrine or Christian living. Your local
Board of Christian Education will need to plan your
spiritual menu far ahead if your teaching diet is to be
well balanced.
What is Best for Your School?
This question you must ask and answer at your local
school. Perhaps some other questions will help. Is what you
are now doing vital? helpful? effective? Are your adults
enjoying a lively and exciting study of the Bible? If you
(Continued on page thirteen)
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COMING and GOING
T o Have T h r e e Months'
Furlough in Homeland

RETURNING T O AFRICA
Rev. Joseph and Ann Ginder from the Mastersonville Congregation (Pa.) have been temporarily
delayed by the dock strike on their return to Africa.

The Board has approved a three-months'
furlough for Jim and Doris Cober (Barjora Mission—INDIA) in the light of future personnel
changes and the need for not letting Barjora
long without a superintendent. They write: "We
are planning to leave here the middle of May.
Present plans are to stay with my parents (J.
Lehmans) in Collegeville, Pa., until the end of
June; then we will be in Kitchener the second
half of the furlough . . . speaking engagements
primarily for weekends."
The Cobers have two children: two-year-old
Sheila and 4-month-old Timmy.
Missions Office

Wife of Benjamin Mirandy Dies
the wife of the Rev. Benjamin Mirandy
and the mother of Dina, Bible teacher and village worker,
passed away. She had remained in Southern Bihar when
Benjamin and Dina came to Northern Bihar for Christian
work.
Father and daughter were therefore absent from the
annual District Council held at Banmankhi held the second
week of February. Brother Sider writes:
"There was a very good spirit and interest throughout
. . . We did miss Dina and Benjamin . . . But as we informed you, Benjamin's wife passed away. Dina has now
returned from her home and is now busily engaged in the
Homemaker's Course, though she has felt the loss of her
mother very keenly.
"Benjamin has not yet returned, since there will be
business to take care of. I wouldn't be a bit surprised if he
would just get rid of all his possessions in South Bihar
and come up here to spend the rest of his life. The Lord
has called him here, his heart is here, and he is now
speaking about soon going to his heavenly home. We hope
this may not happen too soon, but we do realize he has
lived to a good age for India . . . Do continue to pray
for Benjamin and Dina."
EARLY THIS YEAR,

VOLUNTARY SERVICE—
Rhodesia
Ruth Bert, Zion Congregation
(Ks.) is slated to serve at Youngways Hostel. She has also been
detained in leaving due to the
dock strike.

Suggestions for Y o u r DVBS Project

LABORATORY EQUIPMENT for Mtshabezi
Hospital (Rhodesia) —the project of the Junior Prayer
Bands (JPB's)—will help the doctors and nurses with
much needed equipment to help save lives. If you do
not have a JPB, perhaps you want to join forces with
them to raise their $1,800 or more. For information,
write "Aunt Cora," 227 Sixth St., Collingwood, Ontario, Canada. (Send U.S. offerings to Mrs. Lester
Haines, R. 1, Box 255, Clayton, Ohio 45315)
OTHER PROJECTS. Ask your pastor to show you
the list of varied projects for 1968 sent out from the
Missions Office—ranging from Bible Institute scholarships in Africa to batteries to keep the lights going
at Barjora; from evangelism among the Uraons to
church roofs in Africa.
For further information, write:
BRETHREN IN CHRIST MISSIONS
Box 149
Elizabethtown, Pa. 17022

Un iversity
(Continued from page eight)
critical mind. (His standard here is none other than the
accentuate the Christian's future goal. These are years of
revealed will of God, i.e. His written Word—the Bible).
preparation for service, and one should adequately pre4. The fourth point is that the student has a testimony
pare himself as a workman that needs not to be ashamed.
to
bear.
He may neither deny his Lord nor seek to escape
3. A third factor, and one often neglected, is that of
from the ridicule which may come his way. His testimony,
evaluating one's professor. One should study not only the
however, will be strengthened by a consistent life and
subject matter, but also the person and the approach he
diligent study carried out in deep humility to God who has
uses in presenting the material. Thus the Christian student
wonderfully wrought redemption in his life, remembering
is interested not only in what is said but how and why it is
that it is God Who has caused him to differ.
said. What I am saying here is that the student must try
5. Lastly, seek fellowship with fellow believers. It is
to ascertain the faith that inspires the lecturer. Men are
folly to try to live and stand alone. There are others on
men, and what a man teaches and the way he teaches is
campus of like precious faith, and they are as hungry for
an 'expression of his heart which is either at peace or at
fellowship as you. Therefore, seek them out; and support
odds with God. The student, therefore, must develop a
each other through discussion, Bible study and prayer.
(10)
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FOR THE DVBS SEASON!

The Story of a Project
"You may like to use this to help stimulate other children
to work and give to missions. Our hearts were touched as we
read of this young girl's zeal," wrote the Wolgemuths from
Nicaragua, when they sent back this letter which had been
written to them. We use it with permission from the writer,
Erma Hoke. Page Ed.

" . . . Perhaps you have not received your check as yet,
but you will; and we were thrilled at the amount which
we got—over a hundred (I don't have the exact figure
here).
"The first night of Bible School when I announced
what our money was to go toward, I took a box of cornflakes, a jar of Sanka Coffee, and a box of cake mix, and
then from your letter I told the children what you had
to pay for these things compared with the small amount
we have to pay here. On a clothesline rope stretched
across the front of the church—one side for boys and
the other for girls—we hung a piece of candy for each 25
cents brought in, to create competition. At the end of Bible
School the candy was to be divided, giving the girls theirs
and the boys theirs.
"On Friday evening at the close of the first week of
Bible School, I said something to the children to the effect
that they should go out over the week-end to try to get
money for the project from people who do not come to
Bible School. And I guess I even used the word solicit; but
really I had in mind our own adults who had not attended
our adult class.
"Anyway there was one little girl who took me very
literally.

money for the missionaries in Nicaragua! To make a long
story short, she came to Bible School on Monday evening with $30. She didn't want anyone to tell our Pastor
as she wanted to surprise him. And so I called her up
in front of the whole school to tell them what she had
done and to give a little account of her knocking on.
doors.
"Then I asked the Pastor to come up and she counted
the money out to him—all in one dollar bills except for a
few rolls of pennies, if I remember correctly. This was
truly the highlight of our Bible School. It was really thrilling to see a youngster like this so enthusiastic and brave
enough to go out on her own like this. Then, too, you
know what this money meant as far as the candy on the
girls' line was concerned!"
—Erma Hoke

A missionary song for the younger set—
MANY BOYS AND GIRLS TODAY
Tune: Jesus, Keep Me Near The Cross
I. Many boys and girls today
Need to find salvation:
Children in our neighborhood
And from every nation.
Chorus

If you pray and obey
They will hear the Story;
They'll believe and Christ receive
And be found in Glory.

II. Red, brown, yellow, black, and white,
Souls from every nation
All are lost in sin's dark night
Needing His Salvation.
Chorus
Who will go, that they might know?
Who will tell the Story?
They'll believe and Christ receive
And be found in Glory.

Esther Palmer took a picture of her Bible Class and our
"go-getter" voluntarily stood up with her open Bible.

"She comes from a broken home; when she goes to
Sunday School or church she goes with a friend to the
United Missionary Church. After Bible School that Friday
evening, she asked the Pastor and me for something to
hand out to people whom she wanted to try to get to come
to our church. And so we gave her some tracts stamped
with the name of the Fairview Church and some bulletins
of previous Sundays.
*
"Much to my surprise later, we learned that she and
two other girls went out from house to house, asking for
April 22, 1968

III. Is there something I can do?
Tell me, precious Master!
Getting out the message true
To this lost world faster.
Chorus

I can give! I can pray!
I can tell the Stoiy!
They'll believe and Christ receive
And be found in Glory.
Author

unknown.

[Words on the Flipchart! Or Flannelgraph Board; you can place
a Cross in the center and use colored felt for the various colors
of children. Some of us saw this song effectively used by the
pastor's wife in Valley View Church, Roanoke. Page Ed.]
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PASTOR and PEW
Ecumenicity
April is the m o n t h of the national conventions of two
organizations in which the Brethren in Christ C h u r c h has
membership and which represent in t h e best sense of the
word part of our ecumenical relationships. I refer to the
National Holiness Association a n d the National Association
of Evangelicals, the latter in session just as some readers
of this p a g e are reading the same. Such activity causes us
to stop a n d think about our place in t h e area of interchurch relationships a n d fellowship. W h a t about evangelical denominations and ecumenicity anyway?
U n d e r an editorial heading, Evangelicals
and
Ecumenicity, Dr. Stuart P. Garver, general director of Christ
Mission a n d editor of Christian Heritage magazine wrote
a pertinent w o r d in the June, 1967, issue which we share
with readers of "Pastor a n d Pew."
Ecumenical programs are as profuse as the flowers of
spring. A former Roman Catholic priest, the father of three
lovely children, just left my office somewhat disappointed
because I refused to sign incorporation papers for a newly
organized Ecumenical Catholic Church for married priests.
One can only guess what success his new "church" will have,
but it is certain that today the ecumenical purpose—whatever that may be—reflects a wide variety of arrangements
between church groups everywhere.
The clusters of merged churches appearing in the United
States are really only rearrangements of a single variety of
blooms growing in a common bed and nourished by the same
rich soil for centuries. Denominations that have shared the
same tradition for so long have in most cases reached full
bloom and perhaps should be gathered into one bouquet worthy
of the name they bear.
But such church mergers are not what more ambitious
ecumenical leaders envision at all. They are determined to
create something entirely new; a hybrid blend of radically
different theologies and traditions. And their hybrid creation
will dominate the entire flower bed! It is conceivable that it
might even choke out the life of much older and much loved
flowering plants which have flourished in the garden of God
for many years. That is, a united church, as some men are
advocating, would be a very real threat to those who choose to
remain outside of the one world church.
Therefore, how one views what is taking place in the
church today is determined by many factors, but what one
does about ecumenical programs is a different matter. Opinions
about unity efforts are a dime a dozen; options are far more
costly. Evangelicals who cherish, the Scriptures as their infallible' rule of faith and practice especially must beware
lest their pronouncements on the subject of ecumenism exploit only the fears and suspicions of people. He who is
criticaland opposes all things ecumenical must do so not only
with intelligence but with keen insight into the needs of the
church beset within and without by very real enemies. If
evangelical leaders offer their people nothing, if they have
no program, and stir up neither the hopes nor give expression
to the Saviour's ultimate triumph over all His foes—if this
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is all evangelicals do in an age of dialogues and mergers, then
they act like Euripides' demagogue who was a "man with
loose tongue, intemperate, trusting in tumult, leading the
populace to mischief with empty words.''
The "if" in the above observation is used deliberately. For
few evangelicals act like demagogues nor are they men without a program. It is'time churchmen in America and around
the world give cognizance to the rise of an evangelical leadership that cannot be dismissed with the old epithets of "fuddy
duddy," "obscurantist" and the like. Our evangelical seminaries are producing young men today whose scholarly
achievements are such as to carry them into prominent and
productive roles of leadership tomorrow. It cannot be said
of them, as it was of one politician: "he failed because he
himself believed nothing." For evangelical men have spoken
clearly and unequivocally about the church and its mission
in one manifesto after another. Evangelical facilities do well
to study these declarations released in the past year by the
World Congress on Missions in Wheaton, the Congress on
Evangelism in Berlin, and the Anniversary Manifesto of the
National Association of Evangelicals in Los Angeles.
The challenge confronting us today, however, is not simply
to talk clearly and with deep conviction, but to speak in the
right places, to the right people, and at the right time. There
is a very real danger that what we say in our evangelical
conventions is broadcast to our own constituency over a closed
circuit television hook-up. We need to get these manifestos
out on the open networks where they can be heard and
understood by the widest possible audience.
It is imperative that we do so at once because of the
grave danger attendant upon the use of dialogue today. One
New York paper illustrates that danger in a recent editorial
saying: "Religious issues can be relatively minor if they
come under the heading of teachings, practices or traditions
that are not dogmatic in the sense of being laid down by the
church as divinely authoritative." Accommodations to differences can be made with reasonable dialogue between contending parties, provided, of course, no one insists this particular teaching is divinely authoritative. In short, the danger
in dialogue is to act in opposition to what is authoritative or
expressly revealed in the Scriptures.
Furthermore it is precisely this danger that distinguishes
the dialogue from the debates between the fundamentalists
and modernists of several generations ago. Then, men argued
over the texts of the Bible, either submitting themselves to it
as their infallible guide or declaring their independence from
its binding authority. In today's dialogue, however, men are
not required to subject their beliefs to the judgment of biblical authority, but are expected to expose their faith to open
discussion with other men. If necessary they will be asked to
accommodate or adjust their doctrines to the thinking of
those who clearly reject the divine authority of the Word of
God.
Thus modernism has found an effective means for injecting
its teaching into the very blood stream of modern church life.
Instead of acrimonious debates over biblical texts, it uses the
sweet reasonableness of the dialogue to influence Christian
laymen. If those laymen are not well grounded in the Scriptures, they become an easy prey for the master of the dialogue.
This does not necessarily imply that all who are engaging
in dialogue are either deceivers or are being deceived. It does
imply that we need to hear men who "speak not as other men
speak, but as one who has authority." For the sake of the
multitudes Jesus spoke of as "sheep without a shepherd" our
finest evangelical leadership must lift up their voices where
they need to be heard most—in the forum of public discussion
and human encounter.
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Corporate Prayer
(Continued from page four)
I would like to suggest briefly three things in relation
to prayer that I believe can aid us in having a good
connection to our power supply.
First, we need to live in an attitude of prayer; a constant readiness for communication with the Father. This
includes a willingness to listen to Him and not to do all
the talking ourselves. This will also mean more praying
on the part of most of us.
Second, we need to express complete faith and renewed
trust in God, by praying specifically for needs and persevering for these needs. We need to trust God to fulfill
His promises and rest assured in His perfect will.
Third, we need to follow Christ's example and pray
positively expressing a perfect faith in God's word and
might. Jesus prayed with expectation of an answer. Notice
that in our Lord's prayer (Matthew 6:9-13) Christ did not
pause after each request to say, "if it be your will." He
rested His trust in God's overall and sovereign will (verse
10) and said, "Thy will be done in earth, as it is in
heaven." He then went on to simply ask that which it was
God's will to do. "Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.
Amen."
I believe that Christians must come to the place in
their prayer lives when they begin to pray definitely for
specific needs, believing it is God's will to answer positively, because of the many promises spoken by Him in
regards to prayer.
It is this kind of prayer that can save the church today.
God wants and expects this kind of prayer from those
who say they believe in His power.
We must act and pray according as we claim to believe.
We must again discover the wonderful blessings that will
be the result of corporate prayer.
To conclude, I would like to suggest that fellowship
can and will be an important factor in having prayer
power in the life of our church. We call ourselves Brethren
in Christ, and so we are. But this must be more than a
name. In order for us to pray positively and specifically
for one another, we must begin to function as a family
unit. This will mean knowing one another's needs and
concerns to a greater extent than we now do.
As we come to God through Christ, we must come in
faith, praying without ceasing. The life of the church
depends on it.

Hostetter
(Continued from page five)
functions of the Mennonite Mental Health Services Board
was altered to serve as a coordinating group to keep the
mental health program within the goals, ideals and concerns of the Mennonite Central Committee.
As chairman, Hostetter made several trips abroad, the
most extensive one taking place after he resigned as
president of Messiah College in 1960. "I didn't go as an
executive," explains Hostetter, "but as a pastor. You know,
in relief work, people live in a mixed up turmoil, and it
isn't at all strange that when people Jive in an environment that is topsy-turvy, they get a little topsy-turvy inside."
April 22, 1968

Throughout his years as chairman, Hostetter has felt
that MCC workers should be concerned for the welfare
of the whole person. "It has been my feeling that the relief worker cannot escape the responsibility of being a
representative of Christ.
"The TAPer, Paxman and the MCC assignee has a
Christian responsibility and this isn't discharged when
he has given a blanket to the person that is cold or food
to those who are hungry. He must concern himself with
the hunger of men for the Bread of Life. He may not be
a preacher or an evangelist, but he must have the kind of
concern that understands the needs of the whole man."
It is this concern for the whole man that William T.
Snyder, executive secretary of MCC, sees as one of Hostetter's most outstanding characteristics. "His world view,
that encompasses the work and witness of the Christian
church from the local parish to the far corners of the
earth, coupled with his warm, evangelical interest in the
whole man—spiritual and physical—has enabled him to
give effective leadership for 15 years as Chairman of the
Mennonite Central Committee."
Due to his health, C. N. Hostetter, Jr., resigned his
position as chairman at MCC's annual meeting in January,
1968. H. Ernest Bennett, executive secretary of the Mennonite Board of Missions and Charities, Elkhart, Ind., was
elected to succeed him. Hostetter is still serving as one of
the two Brethren in Christ representatives to MCC and is
pastor of the Palmyra Brethren in Christ Church, Palmyra,
Pennsylvania.

Electives
(Continued from page nine)
are able to answer all these in the affirmative a change
may not help. Otherwise a consideration of electives may
be the answer to some of your problems.
In short, electives may be good, or not so good, depending on the needs of your local Sunday school. One
real opportunity is that you may try it for one quarter and
if it is not good you can easily return to your former plan.
If you do decide to try one or more electives we have
a few suggestions. Be very clear on why you are doing
it. And communicate your reasons to your adults. Explain
the subject and how it will be taught. Try to arrange the
class around a table with a study atmosphere. The Sunday
school is a classroom, not a worship service. Urge your
teachers to use a variety of methods and tools in their
leading of the group. And remember that the uniform
series can still be one of the choices. It has already had a
lot of time and talent on its outlines and resource helps.
In conclusion it is good to remember the crucial points
of adult classes. We believe the teacher and the atmosphere
of the group are the two factors that can make or break
the good teaching of the Word of God. If we can answer
the question—Why do we meet as we do on Sunday
morning? we can decide whether or not "electives" will
help or hinder.
"Electives" are only a means to enable us to better
teach the Bible on Sunday morning. If they will help you
better meet the needs of pupils in your adult department,
then use them. We believe they can bring refreshing. But
be cautious in that electives will not solve all your problems. They may give you even more, if not carefully
planned and implemented. In all of our methods let us
be reminded of the words of Paul to one of his students—
"Study to show yourself approved unto God, a workman
with nothing to be ashamed of, and who knows how to use
the word of truth to the best advantage."
(13)

CHURCH NEWS

Myers. The following groups participated:
Hock Sisters, John Arthur Wenger, Mt. Rock
Instrumental group, Jubilairs, and an organ
solo by Janice Sollenberger.

ALLEGHENY CONFERENCE
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence A. Musser, Sr., were
united in marriage January 15, 1918, by the
late Bishop Martin Oberholser. They celebrated their Fiftieth Wedding Anniversary,
January 20, 1968, when one hundred and
twenty-five persons congratulated them in an
afternoon of fellowship, held in the Community Center of the First National Bank,
Shippensburg, Pa. The' day was concluded
by a dinner with family and close friends.
The Mussers have given many years of
faithful service to the church: currently serving as deacon in the Mowersville congregation
and as caretaker and grounds manager for the
Roxbury Camp.
They have seven children: Paul J. Musser,
Newburg, Pa., Mrs. Catherine E. Brechhill,
Chambersburg, Pa.; Mrs. Ruth N. Bert, Newburg; Mrs. Ellen Layton, St. Thomas, Pa.;
John Musser, Carlisle, Pa.; Mrs. Mary Esther
Wengert, Shippensburg; and Clarence A.
Musser, Jr., Lurgan, Pa. There are thirty
grandchildren.

Ten persons were received into church fellowship by the Air Hill congregation, Sunday
morning, April 7.
Bishop Henry Ginder announces the following pastoral appointments in the Allegheny
Echo: Rev. James Esh, who graduates this
spring from Lancaster School of the Bible,
has accepted the pastorate at Five Forks. Kenneth Royer, presently student pastor of the
Grantham congregation, will become associate
pastor of that congregation, following his
graduation from Messiah College.
ATLANTIC CONFERENCE
Ground-breaking services were held by the
Lancaster congregation, Pa., Sunday morning,
March 3 1 . This newly purchased site is located on Harrington Drive in the Penn Rose
Development.
The choirs of Palmyra Brethren in Christ
and St. Mark's Lutheran combined to render
the "Messiah," Sunday evening, April 2 1 . This
marked the opening of a week of evangelistic
services for the Palmyra congregation.
Holy Week services were scheduled in
many areas of the Atlantic Conference: C. J.
Ulery was guest speaker at Valley View, Va.;
Lane Hostetter at Hummelstown, Pa.; and
Eber Dourte at Bellevue Park, Pa.
CANADIAN CONFERENCE
Bishop Roy Sider reports in the Canadata
that Rev. Roy Nigh has resigned from the
pastorate at Oak Ridges, effective September
1. Rev. and Mrs. Nigh have accepted positions
at Niagara Christian College. Rev. James Sider
will assume the pastorate of the Oak Ridges
congregation.
In addition to pastoral responsibilities, Rev.
C. H. Sider teaches religious education in the
Collingwood school system.

The Christ's Crusaders of Altoona congregation, Pa., began a busy day of church participation by having breakfast together in the
Swartz home. In recognition of Christ's Crusaders Day, they assumed responsibility for
all the services of the church. Sunday school
classes were taught by youth; two young men
gave messages in the morning worship service,
and two others spoke in the evening. Dividing
into groups, they gave programs to shut-in
families in the afternoon. The early evening
service featured a singspiration with the
church chorus and several other groups participating. Noon and evening meals at the
parsonage added fellowship to this day of
service.
The Mt. Tabor congregation, Pa., had as
their guest speaker, Sunday morning, April 7,
Rev. Harry Kuhns, Chaplain in State Prison,
Harrisonburg, Va. His message was "Crime
to Christ."
A hymn-sing was held by the New Guilford
congregation, Pa., March 3 1 , directed by Lyle
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The Christ's Crusaders of the Springvale
congregation, Ontario, sponsored an Easter
Sunrise service, followed by a fellowship
breakfast.
March activities at Springvale included an
all-day quilting by the Ladies' Auxiliary,
joined by ladies from the Cheapside congregation. On March 10 Bishop Sider directed
the consecration service for Deacon John Hall,
re-elected ' for another term. The following
week, Rev. Wilmer Heisey and Miss Martha
Lady shared in a missionary service.
The Springvale congregation have welcomed home Howard Hall, following a term
of voluntary service in Africa.
Wilmer Heisey, Rev. and Mrs. Graybill
Brubaker, Erma Mann and Evelyn Noel were
guest speakers in the missionary conference
of the Falls View congregation, Ontario. The
following week Eva Mae Melhorn was guest
speaker for a Sunday School Workers Conference, and Ruth Hock and Martha Lady
gave illustrated messages in a W M A meeting.
Bishop Sider congratulates two Sunday
schools who received "Sunday School of the
Year" awards for the greatest growth in their
class for 1967: Wainfleet in Class A, and'
Virginiatown in Class D.
CENTRAL CONFERENCE
Christian Brigade Sunday was observed by
the Amherst congregation, Ohio, Sunday,

March 24. In the morning service, t h e congregation was presented a Brigade charter and
local officers were commissioned.
In the
evening service, achievement awards were
given. Rev. Charles Stewart and Rev. Jim
Ferguson represented the Christian Service
Brigade staff.
* Marlin Zook was guest speaker for the
Easter Sunrise service of the Bethel Community Church, Cassopolis, Michigan.
The Fairview, Highland, and Pleasant Hill
congregations of Southern Ohio met together
Sunday evening, March 3 1 , at the Highland
Church. The program featured a panel discussion on, "The Layman's Responsibility in
Evangelism and Church Growth."
' I n recognition of twenty years of service,
including responsibilities of deacon, church
board member and church secretary, Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Yeatts were honored by the
Beulah Chapel congregation, Springfield, Ohio.
Marion L. Book, pastor at Franklin Corners,
Illinois, is attending a Campus Crusade Institute at Arrowhead Springs, San Bernardino,
Calif.
MIDWEST CONFERENCE
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Wyld, Sr. celebrated
their Golden Wedding Anniversary, Wednesday evening, March 13. Family and friends
gathered in the Des Moines church basement
for refreshments, a short service and presentation of appropriate gifts.
James Gibbens was recently installed
deacon of the Des Moines congregation.
class of Sunday school teachers, taught
Pastor Smee, has completed a unit of
Evangelical Teacher Training Course.

as
A
by
the

Groups from two colleges were recent guests
in the services of the Zion congregation, Kansas. A Youth Witness Team from Asbury
College gave a service of testimony in song
and word, March 17. The Platform Arts Society of Messiah College presented "Christ
in the Concrete City," March 27.
Mountain View Chapel, Colorado, now
features Sunday evening programing for three
groups: Cadet Crusaders, Crusaders
and
Adult.
REVIVAL SERVICES
Edward Gilmore at Oak Ridges, Ontario,
April 15-28; Wilbur Benner at Port Colborne,
Ontario, April 22-May 5; Alvin Burkholder at
Sherkston, Ontario, April 26-May 5; Bruce
Grove at Mt. Tabor, Pa., April 28-May 5;
John Schock at McMinnville, Tenn., May 1219.

Biwm
BINGAMAN—Kirby Scott, born March 13,
1968, to Mr. and Mrs. Howard Bingaman,
Hollowell congregation, Pa.
BOYD—Jody LeeAnn, born March 12, 1968,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. David Boyd, Skyline View congregation, Pa.
BRUBAKER—David Alan, born March 22,
1968, to Mr. and Mrs. David Brubaker, Nahumba Mission, Choma, Zambia.
EBERSOLE—Sonya Kaye, born March 23,
1968, to Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Ebersole, Fairland congregation, Pa.

Evangelical Visitor

HAiNES-Myna Jane, bora March 19, 1968,
to Mr. and Mrs. Robert Haines, Hollowell
congregation, Pa.
ZIMMERMAN—Michael Lee, b o m March 28,
1968, to Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Zimmerman,
Manor congregation, Pa.

fVeetettk&i
CLIMENHAGA-CXJBITT—Miss Florence Elaine
Cubitt, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Gerald
Cubitt, Stayner, Ontario, became the bride
of Mr. Robert Climenhaga, s o n of Mr.
and Mrs. Ernest Climenhaga, Fort Erie, Ontario, March 16, 1968. T h e ceremony was
performed in the Stayner Rrethren in Christ
Church by Rev. William Charlton, assisted
by Pastor George Sheffer.
H E N S E L - F R E Y - M I S S F . Mabel Frey, Harrisburg, Pa., daughter of the late Rev. and Mrs.
Harvey J. Frey, and Mr. David C. Hensel,
Linglestown, Pa., were united in marriage in
the Messiah Home Chapel Brethren in Christ
Church, March 16, 1968. Pastor Leroy G.
Yoder officiated.
ISAAC-FRIESEN - Miss Allyne M. Friesen,
Ridgeway, Ontario, daughter of Rev. and
Mrs. Peter Friesen, West Milton, Ohio, became the bride of Mr. Alvin Isaac, Vineland,
Ontario, March 16, 1968, in the Falls View
Brethren in Christ Church. Pastor Ross Nigh
officiated, assisted by the bride's father, Rev.
Peter Friesen.
PATFIELD-BOWERS - Miss Marilyn Bowers,
daughter of Mrs. Gladys and the late James
Bowers, Toronto, Ontario, and Mr. Duane
Patfield, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Patfield,
Richmond Hill, Ontario, were united in marriage at the Heise Hill Brethren in Christ
Church, March 2, 1968. T h e ceremony was
performed by Bishop E. J. Swalm, assisted
by Rev. Elwood Flewelling.

OSituwuM
SNYDER-Mrs. Leah S. Snyder, age 89, 2001
Paxton St., Harrisburg, Pa., died February 19,
1968, at the Harrisburg Hospital. She was
pre-deceased by her husband, Simon Snyder.
She had been a guest of the Messiah Home
since 1943 and was a member of the Messiah
Home Chapel Brethren in Christ Church.
She is survived by two sons: Abram, Elizabethtown, Pa.; and Harry, Palmyra, Pa- Two
grandchildren and four great grandchildren
also survive.
. ,
T h e funeral service was held in Messiah
Home Chapel: Pastor Leroy G. Yoder officiated. Interment was in Mt. Pleasant cemetery,
near Mt. Joy, Pa.

A/w/$ftmtA
One Biblical Book Reaches
1,326th Language
One complete book of the Bible at least,
has now been published in 1,326 languages
and dialects around the globe, according to
the United Bible Society.
The figure is an increase of 46 over the
1967 count of 1,280.
'Action' Magazine—Monthly to
Quarterly with New Face
United Evangelical Action, official periodical of the National Association of Evangelicals,

April 22, 1968

starts its second quarter century of service
with a new format and a quarterly instead
of a monthly publication schedule.
A new department called "At Issue" will
deal with contemporary theological issues and
trends, according to Harvey C. Warner, NAE's
director of information. Its author will be
Dr. Fred P. Thompson, Jr., pastor of the
First Christian Church in Chicago. Other new
features will also b e included in the new
format.
Oral Roberts to Become
A Methodist Minister
Methodist Bishop W . Angie Smith of Oklahoma City announced that famed evangelist
Oral Roberts will be received into the ministry of The Methodist Church at the 1968
session of the Oklahoma Annual Conference.
The widely known faith-healer and president
of Oral Roberts University of Tulsa has been
affiliated
with
the
Pentecostal
Holiness
Church.
A spokesman for the Oral Roberts Evangelistic Association in Tulsa indicated that the
change of denominations will not effect the
many activities in which the evangelist is now
engaged. He is expected to be appointed by
Bishop Smith as president of the university
which bears his name.
In the wake of this news, denominational
leaders of the Pentecostal Holiness Church
have expressed belief that its members "will
continue their loyalty to their own denomination and will not be affected b y Mr. Roberts'
obvious move into ecumenical circles."
'Theology of Hope' Winning
Over 'God is Dead' Doctrine
A movement known as the "theology of
hope" has become the central issue in theological debate, eclipsing the once avant
garde stance of the "Death of God" challenge,
says a German scholar.
Dr. Jurgen Moltmann, visiting professor at
Duke University, says the new interest in the
imminent end of the world and the appearance of t h e new heaven and a new earth
prophesied in the Book of Revelation is noted
among both Catholic and Protestant theologians.
His book, "The Theology of Hope, was
published in English last November by Harper & Row.
Control of H u m a n Reproduction,
Issue of Symposium
A symposium on the control of human reproduction will scrutinize medical, theological
and legal aspects of the problem when some
25 scholars meet in Portsmouth, N. H., Aug.
28-31.
,
,
Jointly sponsored by Christianity Today and
the Christian Medical Society, the meeting
will consider t h e problems of contraception,
sterilization and therapeutic abortion with a
multidisciplinary approach, "seeking to establish medical, moral, and legal guidelines for
clinical management." Participants will present
discussion papers rooted in a Biblical ethic
and which will be "of pragmatic value to the
practicing physician and clergyman."
Research Project to Find Publishing
Needs Among Newly Literates
To accommodate newly literates who had
no books in their youth and can't afford to
pay more than a pittance per periodical-this
is the objective of a David C. Cook Foundation literacy research project among the
Matabeles, a Bantu people of Rhodesia.
A grant to the Rev. Donald K. Smith, director of Daystar Publications, Bulawayo,
Rhodesia, will enable t h e missionary to be-

gin a project that could provide basic criteria for producing low-cost periodicals for
readers in developing countries. The study
is being carried out in connection with Mr.
Smith's work on a doctorate from the University of Oregon.
Heavy Bias Noted Among White
Gentiles, Church People
Despite the official positions of their denominations, most American church members
reveal wide prejudices racially and religiously,
according to two sociologists of the University of California.
Dr. Charles Y. Glock and Rodney Stark
said a special survey also revealed that nearly
one-third of the clergy hold prejudices too.
Titled "Patterns of American Prejudice,"
the joint survey reportedly states that of all
the major institutions in society the churches
"May be in the best potential position to
make deep inroads on contemporary prejudices" because of its alleged "failures."
A colleague of the university, Dr. M.
Brewster Smith, noted in a separate study that
"prejudice is a white gentile problem."
The Berkeley sociologists conducted their
own research, basically, using teams for indepth surveys covering several thousand persons. They concluded:
"The simple fact seems to be that a great
many church people, because of their radical
free-will image of man, think that Negroes are
themselves mainly to blame for their present
misery. One is almost forced to wonder if
these Christians are afraid to have Negroes as
neighbors for fear that then they would have
to love them."
New Aucas Contacted Peacefully
A dozen years after five missionary men
lost their lives contacting the first group of
fierce Auca Indians in Ecuador, another bucket drop and messages by a converted Auca
from the air has brought about a friendly
meeting of down-river Aucas formerly unapproachable.
Don Smith, experienced pilot with Wycliffe Bible Translators' Jungle Aviation and
Radio Service (JAARS), and Marion Krekler,
long-time engineer of Ecuador's missionary
radio station HCJB, perfected an air-borne
amplifier
and
wing-mounted
loudspeaker.
Oncaye, a teen-age Auca girl who less than
four years ago escaped from the savage group
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helped test the equipment on flights over
"down-river" houses. Repeatedly the naked
Aucas fled the voice in the sky.
Primitive Aucas, knowing nothing of airplanes, believed that the passengers were
ghosts of those they or others had killed.
When the down-river savages finally comprehended that it was really their own relative in the plane dropping gifts, pandemonium
broke out o.n the ground beneath the plane.
A group of Auca Christians led by Kimo,
one of the killers of the five missionaries in
1956, set out from Tiwaeno. Kimo called the
timid savages from the forest with encouraging words. The first to respond was Oncaye's
own mother, whom the girl had thought was
dead.
A JAARS air drop of food to the combined
groups was made. The downriver Aucas experienced their first Sunday service there in
the jungle.
Dayuma, the girl who had escaped from
the jungle a decade ago and helped missionaries learn her language, said at Tiwaeno:
"Later we will contact Kaiga's group, and
Towa's and Baiwa's (other unreached groups
of Aucas)."
Church Leaders Alarmed Over Caurt
Ruling on Property Rights
Denominational heads of the Presbyterian
Church in the U.S. were alarmed following
a ruling by the Georgia Supreme Court which
upheld the property rights of two churches
which seceded from the parent body.
"This is a real shock," exclaimed Dr.
Marshall C. Dendy of Richmond, Va., head
of the parent church. "I hope the ruling will
be appealed."
It handed church property rights to two
Savannah churches whose congregations withdrew from the main church in April 1966.
Statements adopted by the church's General
Assembly on the Vietnam war and civil rights,
among other things, violated church doctrine,
the congregations contended.
Attorney Cheatham of Savannah, representing the parent church, gave this judgment:
"The decision pertains to every connectional
Protestant church. W h a t it does is allow a
jury to decide whether a church has deviated
from its doctrine."
Said the Rev. Todd W . Allen, pastor of
Hullj "The decision is a Magna Carta for
church property rights and guarantees that
church congregations own their own property."
Norval Hadley New World Vision
Relief Organization Head
Norval Hadley, formerly assistant to the
president of World Vision International, has
been appointed director of the World Vision
Relief
Organization, according to World
Vision's executive vice president Dr. Ted W.
Engstrom.
Retired Supreme Court Justice Sees
Chance for Public School Religion Classes
Former Associate Justice Tom C. Clark,
who in 1963 wrote the majority opinion that
banned prayers in U. S. public schools, says
that a study of comparative religion or the
history of religion and its relationship to
civilization would not be in violation of the
First Amendment.
He made reference to a generally overlooked section of the 1963 ruling and stated
further that "one's education is not complete
without a study of comparative religion or
the history of religion and its relationship
to the advancement of civilization."
Support for study of religion in public
schools has been supported by the National
Council of Churches, opposed by the smaller
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American Council of Christian Churches. One
of the ACCC arguments is that such study does
not treat the Bible as the "infallible revelation of God."
Sees Tough Adulthood
For Goody-Goody Teen
The teen-ager who lets his hair grow long,
wears mod clothing and gets involved in occasional school mischief, is the type of person
likely to develop into a normal adult.
This view by New York psychiatrist Dr.
James F. Masterson states also that the
"goody-goody" teen in high school—always
impeccably dressed and obedient—is the person who has the greatest psychologic difficulty in adulthood.
From the latter group, he said, come the
individuals who later in life commit crimes
of violence. "Their normal repressions and
resentments against authority which other
teens resolve by occasionally letting off steam
remain locked within their psyche," Masterson said. "They keep a tight emotional lid on
their feelings that is apt to explode with
violent ferocity in later years."
David Poling Takes Uncle's Post
The new president of the Christian Herald
Association is the Rev. David Poling, nephew
to his predecessor Dr. Daniel A. Poling who
vacated the post by death Feb. 7 at 83.
The association publishes Christian Herald
Magazine and operates the Family Book
Shelf, largest religious book club in the
country.
Mr. Poling, 39, is also president of Christian Herald Charities which operates tha
Bowery Mission and other institutions throughout the world.
U. S. Birth Rate Drops to Lowest
Ever, Shows Trend
The population graph in the United States
has plunged to an all-time low and probably
will dip ever lower, according to federal
statistics on birth rates.
Expressed in absolute numbers, only 3 5
million babies were born in the U.S. last
year, a drop of 19 per cent from 1961 when
the number of new babies reached a peak
of 4.3 million. Too, the number of babies in
the next few years may continue to decline,
according to Arthur A. Campbell, chief of the
natality statistics branch of the National Center for Health Statistics, Washington, D. C ,
which announced the data.
Donald J. Bogue, writing in the January
27, 1968 issue of Information Service, said
that recent developments in the worldwide
movement to bring runaway birth rates under
control are such that it is now possible to
assert with considerable confidence that the
prospects for success are excellent.
It is doubtful, Dr. Bogue said, whether
a total net food shortage for the entire earth
will ever develop.
Fort Lauderdale Beach Project to be Doubled;
Will Include Bookstore-Coffeehouse,
Folksinger
About 150 students and 15 Inter-Varsity
staff members will spearhead "Inter-Varsity:
On the Beach," this year's program of evan-

gelistic outreach to vacationing collegians at
Fort Lauderdale, Florida, April 7-12.
" W e have doubled the size of our team,
and we are doubling our efforts," says Dr.
John W. Alexander, general director of IVCF.
The project will include a combination bookstore-coffeehouse and presentations by Folksinger John Guest.
Guest, who appeared on the program of
the 8th Inter-Varsity Missionary Convention
at Urbana, Illinois, last December, specializes
in folk rock music—music that "meets students
where they are."
The team's witnessing will center around
on-the-spot lectures at two beach umbrellas
and the bookstore-coffeehouse, according to
Dr. Alexander.
The college students on the team will be
trained in evangelism each morning by staff
members, and they will put that training into
practice during the afternoons and evenings.
Three films—"For Pete's Sake," "The Restless Ones," and "Man in the Fifth Dimension"
—and projection equipment have been loaned
to the project by the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association.
The Fort Lauderdale Ministerial Association, Christian Businessmen's Committee and
City Council are behind the project and are
working with staff in planning and coordinating the project, Dr. Alexander said.
Dr. Peale Calls for More Discipline,
Raps Dr. Spock, 'Permissive Babies'
In a call for authorities to "get tough in
a constructive but firm manner," Dr. Norman
Vincent Peale has criticized Dr. Benjamin
Spock for being "out in the mobs leading
the permissive babies raised on his undisciplined teaching."
In a sermon at the Marble Collegiate church
here, Dr. Peale warned that if more discipline
is not exercised by the authorities, "previous
riots will seem like a Sunday school picnic
compared to the real and vicious rebellion
this country will have on its hands."
"This is no time for soft, easy words," the
noted preacher and author of the Power of
Positive Thinking declared. "A long, hot
Summer is headed our way. And it could
rock this country to its foundation."
Jaycees Honor MCC Doctor
At State Convention
Dr. Richard Keeler was one of three men
named "Outstanding Young Man of the
Year" by the Kentucky Junior Chamber of
Commerce at their State Convention in Louisville, Feb. 17.
Last November Keeler completed two years
of voluntary service in Whitesburg under the
Mennonite Central Committee and continued
working there after his service-term expired.
And because of his contribution the Whitesburg Jaycees voted him as Letcher county's
"Outstanding Man of the Year" and subsequently their representative to the state convention.
The Jaycees cited Dr. Keeler as having
pioneered in the field of sanitation and
credited him with gaining the respect and
admiration of the local community in his drive
to upgrade the health standards in the community and the schools.

